Before his retirement, Walther spent four months in Europe visiting arboreta, 
botanical gardens, herbaria, commercial nurseries and flower and garden shows 
where he searched out many ornamental plants he hopes can be brought to 
Strybing Arboretum and private gardens in San Francisco. 


AQUARIUM POPULATION SURGES 


Because or two entirely unrelated events last month, the population of Steinhart 
Aquarium increased by 128 in just a few days. 

One event was a collecting trip by aquarium collector Walter Schneebeli to 
Tacoma, Washington, where—with the aid of Point Defiance Aquarium per- 
sonnel—he collected some 84 specimens of rarely seen grunt fish, sailor fish and 
convict fish as well as more prosaic ling cod, rock-fish and sole. Many of these 
specimens are now on display at the aquarium. 

The other event was of a different nature. A diamond-backed water snake, 
received by Steinhart in an exchange with the Fort Worth Zoo and Aquarium, 
created her own housing problem—she had been on display in a small tank 
beside the alligator swamp—when she became the mother of 44 small copies of 
herself. 

Although non-poisonous, this particular variety of water snake is highly 
irritable and will inflict a mean bite if she gets the opportunity. And who can 
blame her? 


AUTOMOBILE TREK IN ALASKA 


Dr. Epwarp F. Kesset, associate Curator of the Academy’s Department of 
Entomology, is the latest staff member to explore the attractions of Alaska, fol- 
lowing Dr. Robert C. Miller, Academy director, who spent several weeks in 
Point Barrow this summer and Dr. G, Dallas Hanna, Curator of Geology, who 
has been at Point Barrow since last year. 

Accompanied by Mrs. Kessel, Dr. Kessel—traveling by automobile—covered 
between 9,000 and 10,000 miles in about 38 days, combining sight-seeing and 
scientific collecting. 

Heading north through British Columbia, Dr. Kessel visited White Horse, 
Dawson City, Fairbanks, Circle, McKinley Park, Valdez, Anchorage, and 
Seward during the trek and returned via Edmonton and Calgary, 

He collected some 750 specimens of flat-footed flies (Platypezidae) for his 
own. study as well as water beetles, snails and amphibians. He returned to the 
Bay Area last month. 


New MEmBErs 
New Memsers who joined the Academy last month are: 


REGULAR MEMBERSHIP FaMILY MEMBERSHIP 
Mr. and Mrs, Max A, Muldner 
Mr. Donald E. Scarf 
Mr. J. P. Shepard 
Dr. Carl Winternitz 
CONTRIBUTING MEMBERSHIP 
Mr. Edward G. F. Grogan Mr. and Mrs. E. S. Gillette, Jr. 
Mr. Newell W. Neal STUDENT MEMBERSHIP 
Mr. Irving F. Reichert, Jr. Steven Jones 
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Mrs. Frances Axtell 

Mr. Michael P. Bergin 
Mr. J. Stanley Brode 

Mr. Orville E. Carlson 
Mr. Charles R. Farrington 
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AFRICAN Birps Get FINAL PREENING 
( See Page 2 ) 
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October Announcement 


THE ANNUAL MEETING of the California Academy of Sciences will be held at 
8:15 p. M., Wednesday, October 2, in the May Treat Morrison Auditorium. The 
names of persons elected to the Board of Trustees and the Council will be an- 
nounced and Dr. Robert C. Miller, director of the Academy, will give a report 
on the activities of the Academy and its various departments during the past year. 

Following this short business portion of the meeting, Bert Harwell, Audubon 
Screen Tour lecturer, will open the fall series of Walter B. Scaife Foundation 
lectures, presenting a color motion picture: 


“FORGOTTEN COUNTRY 
In this film, the vast, almost forgotten country that lies between the Rocky 
Mountains and the Pacific Coast states is shown in vivid color by naturalist 
Harwell, a favorite guide to the out-of-doors and formerly Park Naturalist of 
Yosemite. 

Bird life, ranging from diminutive hummingbirds to dignified cranes, 
abounds in the “forgotten country.” The area is even better known, perhaps, as 
the land “where the deer and the antelope play.” 

Harwell will take his audience on a tour of this country, down forgotten 
roads that lead to ghost towns and along rivers that vanish into nothingness. 
Academy members are cordially invited to join the cinematic trip. 


Brrp ALCOVE OPENING SLATED 
Just orr THE NEWER section of Simson African Hall, the African Bird Alcove 
is now completed and it will be formally opened Wednesday evening, October 
2, on the occasion of the annual Academy meeting. 

The alcove consists of three windows which contain a variety of birds, large 
and small, native to Africa. The new bird exhibit owes much to the generosity 
of Dean Witter, Academy trustee, who obtained the birds in Africa and donated 
them, along with the bones and hides of a rhinoceros and a hippopotamus, to 
the Academy. 

One of the windows is a diorama with a painted background of an African 
landscape and showing the birds perched on native African plants as they would 
be seen in the wild. The two flanking windows contain many other birds posed 
against natural wood backgrounds. 

Cecil Tose, Curator of the Department of Exhibits, Dr. Robert T. Orr, 
Curator of the Department of Birds and Mammals, and Toshio Asaeda, assistant 
preparator of exhibits, planned the alcove and Asaeda did the bird taxidermy 
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and most of the placement of the exhibit (see cover picture). Velma Harris is 
responsible for the African flora and Charles Dornbach and Asaeda painted the 
background. 


SAN Francisco FLora List UNpER Way 
ONE OF THE cuiEF concerns of the Academy’s Botany Department for several 
years has been the collection of flora of San Francisco, The plants that have been 
collected during this time — believed to include about 1,000 species — are now 
being listed by John Thomas Howell, Curator of the Botany Department, Peter 
Raven and Peter Rubtzoff. It is expected the list, which will form an up-to-date 
Flora of San Francisco, will be published in early 1958. 

Howell pointed out that many fascinating facts have been discovered about 
the local Hora. For example, he said there are twelve kinds of Solanum (potatoes 
and their relatives) growing wild in San Francisco; two are native, the remainder 
are weeds or fugitives from cultivation. 

These plants originated in such diverse places as New Zealand, Brazil, Europe, 
and Abyssinia, imparting to the San Francisco flora an international flavor 
wholly in keeping with the city’s atmosphere. 


Two Observances ror WiLLIAM B. Prrrs 
Nor A SINGLE staFF member and few, if any, Academy members can claim longer 
association with the California Academy of Sciences than William B. Pitts, the 
Academy's Honorary Curator of Gem Minerals. 

The acknowledged dean of American lapidaries, Pitts first became associated 
with the Academy in 1907, just one year after he collected his first gem. From 
that tme on, he spent all his free time adding to his collection, working closely 
with the Academy. 

In 1933, he presented to the Academy the Pitts Collection, a magnificent 
array of gem minerals which fills an entire corridor of the Academy’s North 
American Hall, and in 1935 he moved his lapidary shop here. 

Since that time, Pitts has spent his springs and summers collecting and work- 
ing on his specimens at the Academy and his autumns and winters in Florida. 
This month he is marking the fiftieth anniversary of his first contact with the 
Academy. Congratulations are in order to Mr, Pitts for his long and faithful 
cooperation and to the Academy for being the lucky recipient of this cooperation. 

The lapidarist also will observe another highly important occasion next 
month, his ninetieth birthday (November 10), for which event the entire Acad- 
emy offers best wishes. 


ASTRONOMY SECTION MEETING 
Cuarves PF. Hacar, assistant Curator of Astronomy at the Academy, will con- 
duct the October meeting of the astronomy section at 8 p.m., Wednesday, 
October 23, in the student lecture room. The topic will be announced at a later 
date. The sessions are open to all Academy members and their friends. 


Eric WALTHER Now at AcADEMY 
Now Mak1nc uis headquarters in the Academy’s herbarium, Eric Walther, re- 
search associate in the Academy’s Botany Department, retired as director of 
Strybing Arboretum and Botanical Garden in Golden Gate Park September 1. 
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